
Leavy, Jacqueline 

From: 	 Bailey, KevinJ 
Sent: 	 Wednesday, February 08, 2017 6:08 PM 
To: 	 Leavy, Jacqueline 
Cc: 	 Gaines, Cynthia 
Subject: 	 FW: Letter from Mayor Condon, City of Spokane 
Attachments: 	 2.3.2017 Donald Benton and Doug Eriksen EPA.docx.pdf 

Hello Jacqueline, 

Please see the email chain below. I wanted to make sure I passed the attached letter along to OEX so it can get 
processed. Thanks. 

Kevin J. Bailey 
Director, Resources Management and Operations Division 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(o) 202.564.2998 
(f) 202.501.0144 

From: Richardson, RobinH 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: Bowles, Jack <Bowles.Jack@epa.gov>; Bailey, KevinJ <Bailey.KevinJ@epa.gov > 
Subject: FW: Letter from Mayor Condon, City of Spokane 

FYI — I think this goes to OEX, right? Kevin, who should we make sure has it in OEX? Thank you! Robin 

Robin H Richardson 
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-3358 (desk) 
703-581-5814 (cell) 
richardson.robinh a epa.gov 

From: Benton, Donald 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2017 5:45 PM 
To: Minoli, Kevin < Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov >; Schnare, David <schnare.david@epa.gov >; Anderson, Denise 
<anderson.denise@epa.gov> 
Cc: Richardson, RobinH < Richardson.RobinH@epa.Rov>; Bangerter, Layne < banRerter.laVne@epa.Rov > 
Subject: FW: Letter from Mayor Condon, City of Spokane 

Kevin, This is an official request from a local government official to reconsider a water rule. He is also asking to schedule 
a phone meeting to discuss the matter. 

While I want to honor his request for a call, I am not certain his phone call should be with me, or at least not just me. We 
should include career professionals from our water office and our region 10 office on the call-I think. 

Please give me your advice on how to handle this and whether Denise should schedule the call.



Don 

Senator pon Benton 
Senior White House Advisor 
Office of the Administrator 
202.564.4711 

^ 
From: Cote, Brandy [mailto:bcote@spokanecitY.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 4:26 PM 
To: Benton, Donald <benton.donald@epa.gov>; Ericksen, Doug <ericksen.doug@epa.gov > 
Cc: Simmons, Scott M. <smsimmons@spokanecity.org >; Feist, Marlene <mfeist@spokanecitY.org >; Nunes, Gina 
<gnunes@spokanecitY.org > 
Subject: letter from Mayor Condon, City of Spokane 

Dear Mr. Benton and Mr. Ericksen, 

Please find the attached letter from Mayor Condon relating to water quality standards in Washington State. We would 
also like to request an appointment for a phone call with Mayor Condon at your earliest convenience. I've copied our 
scheduler, Gina Nunes, to assist in this regard. 

Sincerely, 

BRANDY COTE I CITY OF SPOKANE I DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
S09.625.6774 I bcote@spokanecity.orgI spokanecit .or 

Emails and attachments sent to or from the City, inc/uding personal information, 
ore presumptively public records that are subject to disclosure. - Chapter 42.56 RCW
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Mayor David A. Condon 
February 7, 2017 

Donald f3eziton. Senior White House Adviser for the EPA 1`ransition 
Doug F,ricksen, Cotnn3unications Director for the E:PA Ti-ansition 
t1SEPA Headquarters 
William Jeffcrson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avetltte, N. W. 
Mai 1 Code: 1101 A 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Benton and Mr. Ericksen: 

Congratuiations on your appointnients to assist kvith the transition of the t J.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). It is good to see Washington state represcnted in this iinportant work. 

In your new capacities with EPA, I thought it was critical to inform you about a major issue 
facing the Spokane area and trtily the entire state of Washington. In mid-November 2016, the 
EI'A effectively threw out the Washington State Department of Ecology's (E,cology) water 
quality standards for Washington state in favor of its own. "I'lhe EPA thetl rltslled the new rule to 
publication and it took eCfect at the end o1' Decetnber. I am hopeful that t11is rulc could be 
reconsidered, along with so matly others that proceeded atter the November election. 

As Mayor of the City of Spokane (City), it is my responsibi[ity to protect our citi2ens, out' 
economy, and our river. We are doing that today. Unfortunately, the new EPA water quality 
standards threaten all of those values. 

The City is coinmitted to inipt'oving the health of the Spokane River. We have embarked on 
irlvestmetlts totaling more than $340 million to keep pollutants out of tlhis incrc(iible public asset. 
'I'he City, in concert wit11 the Spokanc region and F;eology, llas been a leader it) developing 
innovative and direct-to-implementation proiects which specitically address alid reduce PCBs 
and other toxics in our watershed. We cclebrate thc rivcr as our greatest natural asset and seek to 
protect it for future generations. 

Consistently. over the past several ycars, the City has supported Ecology's process to update the 
Water Quality Standards for Protecting Human Health (fisli consurnption rates) as found in 
C.'hapter 173-1 0 1 A of the Washington Administrative C'ode ( WAC). Feology worked hard to 
develop a thoughtful watcr duality rulc, with PC:Bs set at 170 ppq, based on sound science in 
order to protect human health. "I'he DOE rule considered the unique ttttt'ibutes of the state`s 
watersheds, the discharges within our state. and the el'[orts ^^,hich have been undertaketl to reduce 
pollution in Washington. We applauded DOE's efforts in cievelopitig criteria for PC13s, arsenic, 

The City o,f Choiee 
U^i W '^pokanc Fatts 13ivd. • Spokanc, ti^'aeivns.;toa 99201 i33_`, 
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February 7,2Vlh 
[)ona|d 8eotou, 8coiurWhitc Boumc /\dvixnrforibc EP/\ ]ruunidon 
[>ougEdrkxeu` Conouniniuxboox I}icenkvfh[dho E9Al'ronxitiou 
Pu.2 

andoxethv coorourydzatusrducientificstoodardy,00mrunuucnm:`andcwnditionuni1hin 

|uotcadofaupyoilingdimuoUuhurutivcpnoccaa`thtEy/\1unncdEcx|ogy`otboochtfu)uud 
yciCncc-huncd nul000i|s boad, lcuviog Ecolngywith oucudyionpoamih|ccnmp|inooe nxn-klomd. 

  dischargers nith uoucbievableuodinzrueoourJb|esbVidards,und thepuh|icwidhu 
tromcoduusi
	

iug financiuJdcainondze eouuooiIvitliouturcmmouublccupuc(a1inno{au

increoucJhna/dbbcnefiL Woarcpadiou|udyconcurucdahou<{hcnumchoal}iuni{s[brP(8siu 
thcSP/\udc Iba1stuudard,ot7ppg,isunuohicvuhiewdbatiyourrcoio/oudoiyu*d 
tecboologY.1[hcrcurcn`tUcgs1ho1ouncffedivc|ynzcosurryC8xckthat1cvcLumJthcrciuon 
ovidcocethntiheotundardvvillprovidcuoiocvcumcd huuibboncfi|{hccitim:uu. 
IfioCiryobn»»ymupportedEcoln&y ` szcumonuh\c approach k`nzcctiognnterqoa|hy 
m1aodurds--oouppruucb dhn( couuidcns uflbn jubiUty [orourcidzcoo ` uva\|able|ochno|ogy ` ood 
aChie,ub]cticndincx. TheCi\yinospcuiu||ycooccrncdobou1maintainingoffordubUi1yof'i(s 
utib|yscrvicnmtoaasiw(nuzfauuilica. Tn2015,U/e(,' ` xrncdionhuuscho|d incon/e(MH\)wns 
$44,3 50,00nsideraNy!ower than ilieCity of Seatde`mM0{of $75 ` 331.1he state`mM0of' 
$64 ` 129,00d thc U.8.`x K4B1 nf$55 ` 775. /\xuncxu\Ltbo Ci1ybmsuornnuitk:d to |inui\aunuo| 
u{ili{y rute increomou10 b/flahou fhrUhencu120yenrxund x<iU ocbievctbc cur j ononirn1u| rcsolts 
prcvlously  

Washiiigton is a delegated utatc. Washi ngton
	

[PA'sn*nuJnuisdou--isulrcudvonoo{ 
1hc nnoot oovironozeotu k/ protective statex iu 1bc no1iou. Lo facL dhe poa( EPA Kcginn lA 
L}irectorIJeooiu McLecroo waxuuoted intheuC`va rc|uooc whichannouocedthcEPA wator-
qumiiymtaudurdmussuyiug,'^Wusbiuutoonnuio1aiosoocofibexiu`ngcuLvvacrprogrammintlle 
uotirena1iou." YeLihcfedenalagcuoyNi||eleu|edtoovcrdd:6cu|ogy`sgnodnmrk,ignon:the 
ioputnf Wumlilogtoucitizcoo,buaioesota,uod govcooneuiugenoics,undrcodorm1oDducdxb`r 

By coi-nparlson,ioldnhn,un*\vfiuhonomun` 
	

odcixocurng fiuu	' . Tbatrulchus

becunndatedtozctlectEPA`xc000nnnis.v/liichsupyurtuuingodailyOshconsunip(\ouauionot 
dh8t^u \eoo thao b8|[nf thouo/oun1thcagencyruquircd fmr Woxbiogtoo ci|izto y uuda {ii'eiiuic 
cuoccrrisk ofouc io l	 |o tho one iu 1.000,800 fbr Woubin^ton`a nulo. Pnr 
IICBy, tboxcdUffezooccu rceubcdinankaud4rd ofl9Oppq in /dubo, compared (o Woohiogk/n ` s 7 
ppq. Tbix*iUioOueoceUhevcry pnaternbodtbutfeodeUhuSnokuooDircc NoinNciythoJldubo 

We also question the process EPA used with this rulernaking uu[on. Lnder4oCFD 13171 ood 
22, 1he 1ederu| Aovennrncu1 is rcguined(o uudf«uto1cn oFunyvvutorgua|ity mtonduods disuppvuvo| 
and a|}ovvntaks 90duys iuremcdy tbonFjeutioo. E/ »/\`s ssqucuceu{docixioo-moking, 
pcovidiogoo{ice,undruleprunou/gu1iondidoo([bUnvvouch udrucDnc.l}\ioprec|odcxu 
stutc/bedcru| govcronzcot proccus{ooc-eva|untctbe legal ood puh|iopo1icy rncriixo/uach 
pos ition.



7,2O|0 
[oulnJdAcmk`n,SoniorWhitcRoumoA^dvim:rfbrdxe EyAl'runuidoo 
UoVg Er ickseti, Communications Director for tboGPA.Iiansidoo 

Ultiniately,EPAisaskingustooccontuouodefined and potentially significantfLiturcliabi\
'
 for 

puUoduuooutn)Lnoctha1easilyunold{lirea\cnuuzcommuoih/ ` aaudcidzous ` i-iuuncuJbouth. 
[}ur 6anz Ucy undvuLncrub|ecitizenaximp|y cau ` iaffivd |o,gc incrcusesiuuostsforcsseotiaJ 
boakc uervioes |U/o vv48&evvutezp[occssiogand oleau drhzking naicr, c ypecioj |v xJhoi thK)sc 
increuxcaxmo ` 1acbievotbe dcgirCdrcsu\i 

Thuok you tor tukingdhe hroe to rcvicv/diu mutodn| (o scc i{doerc iu u oa1b k)rvvurd 1b, 
rouonaidbru1 oo. /1came }ct rne ifvve can orovk]c uny addihoou| io[onnudun. 

i



r—^ 

Dwid A. Condo 
Mayor
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